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The European Online Grooming 

Project_
 Largest study of online grooming to date

 Aims:

– to understand the different ways sexual offenders approach, 
communicate and ‘groom’ young people online

– to empower policy makers, front line professionals, teachers, 
carers and young people to effectively manage online risks

 Funded by the EC Safer Internet Plus Programme

 Running from June 2009 to December 2011

 Two phases: Literature and policy review (pan Europe), interviews 
with key stakeholders, offender case file analysis and offender 
depth interviews (across 4 EU countries). Sample have all met and 
abused a child. 



What do we know about online groomers?

 Like contact sexual offenders – not a homogeneous group.  Where they 

do seem to differ:

– Relatively few with any criminal convictions (previous offending?)

– High IQ but not a particularly high level of educational attainment

– IT competence seems to be primarily self taught, via workplace, 

observing family and online research

– Mean age - 38

 Using full range of ICT interaction facilities, chatrooms, file-sharing sites 

and game platforms to contact young people



Preliminary Findings

 Some offenders may be engaging with 50+ young people at different 

stages of the grooming process at any one time, approached via SNS

 Offenders tend to refine their activities on the basis of what had ‘worked 

well’ in previous encounters. 

 Actual process of online grooming may take minutes, hours, days or 

months.  Conversation can be immediately sexualised. 

 Majority of young people are ‘resilient’ 

 Minority agree to meet- ‘disinhibited’ send sexualised photographs , 

engage in sexual chat, populate adult chat rooms

 Disinhibition linked with vulnerability factors( negative self image, family 

problems, difficulties at school, concurrent sexual abuse)

 Grooming can be a two way process. 



Implications for Online Safety 

Safety and Awareness

• Consider online disinhibition in context of safety campaigns – majority probably 

not  at ‘risk’ 

• Why are some young people more resilient, less likely to interact? 

• Implications for the design of safety awareness educational initiatives

• Need to really understand young people’s online behaviour and the norms 

guiding behaviour

• Online gaming? Not policed and not  always included in safety programmes

What can the industry do?

• Pages first activated with privacy fixed – Young person has to unlock 

• Work more proactively with educators and young people to raise awareness but 

not spread alarm.

• Be proactive in identifying key safety research questions



Further information

 www.european-online-grooming-project.com

 http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities

/sip/index_en.htm

 J.davidson@kingston.ac.uk
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